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The  citation  in  this   case resulted  from an  accident  caused by  a
premature explosion  in which  a miner was severely injured.     While the
injured miner  takes  sole  responsibility for the fact  that he was injured,
and  admits   that  he was taking short  cuts  not  allowed by management,   it
is MSHA's  position  that  that  fact  does not subtract  from the operator's
guilt   in   this  matter.     In  fact,   MSHA seeks  a penalty in excess  of  that
recommended by the assessment  office on  the  theory that  the employment
of  a bonus  system for miners  increases  the negligence factor.    The
argument   is  that  an incentive plan or bonus system encourages miners  to
push production at  the expense of safety.

Terminology is  important  in  this  case.     Ignitor c.oT_d is an easily
ignited  cord which burns with  a hot external flame at a certain speed.
A slow burning cord would burn at  the rate of twenty seconds per foot
and a  fast burning cord would burn at  5 seconds per foot.    The cord is
marked off  at  1  foot  intervals so  if you know the burning rate it  is
easy  to assemble  a series  of explosions  that will go off as desired.
In  a normal  connection,   the ignitor cord is passed under the lip of the
thermalite connector sometimes referred to as a spitter and the lip of the
thermalite connector is crimped down with the thumb.    The thermalite
connector is  a small metal  capsule which is a type of fuse lighter.     The
end not  connected  to  the ignitor cord is  crimped around the fuse.   The
fuse  itself is  a wax and string covered powder stream that in this
case burned at  a rate of  forty-five seconds per foot.    The other end of
the fuse sets off the blasting cap which in turn sets off the primer and
then the main body of  the  dynamite and prell explosion.     "Prell"  is a
trade name  for ANFO which stands  for ammonium nitrate and fuel oil.mmission  on Augiast   20,   1982.'e Vincennes  District,  believed  that
